U.s. Urged Not to Cut Forces' 
In NATO for at Least 3 Years 
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Ipanef 5 !!^ 701 ^’ Apn! 8— ' 4 pendem European nucleawr de- 
panei of former diplomats, terrent force. . . 

scholars and businessmen has Fourth, to prepare to see 
i warned that substantial Amer- Y est 9 erman y drift away from 
, - a ... - £bo^alliance and either “accom- 
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warned that substantial Amer- 
[ican troop withdrawals from 
Western Europe could lead to 
a new European-developed nu- 
clear force or a move by some 
allies to “accommodate” with 
the Soviet Union. 

In a report published by the 
Center for Strategic and Inter- 
national Studies at Georgetown 
University, the panel urged that 
the Administration retain “es- 
sentially the present levels” of 
American forces within the 
[North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation and hold to that level 
tor at least three years. 

I -?-i ere are 320,000 American 
Ipujtary men in Europe, the 
NATO°^ tilem committed to 

i The report also called for a 
| reaffirmation of America’s 
promise to defend, Europe, with 
nu clear weapons, if necessary, 
and for a decision to maintain 
the present level of 7,000 tacti- 
cal nuclear weapons in Europe. 

The recommendations were 
based on two weeks of con- 
versations held in major Eu- 
ropean capitals earlier this 
spring with “more than 100” 
ot the alliance’s political and 
military leaders. 

I In a foreword, Livingston T 
I Merchant, former Under Secre- 
tary of State, who was chair- 
man of the 18-man panel, de- 
clared: : 

. “^ e Panel found that serious 
deficiencies exist in the defense 
forces of the allmace, deficien- 
cies in quality as well as in 
quantity.” 

While the resources exist to 
correct this situation, he said, 
c °™P] acenc y> preoccupation 
with . domestic concerns, and 
growing insular thinking char- 
acterize the prevailing mood in 
Western Europe.” 

I. T he 24th anniversary meet- 
mg of NATO’s foreign and de- 
fense ministers opens here 
Thursday, and the report ap- 
peared timed to influence Ad 
ministration thinking. 

“In the defense ministries of 
Western Europe,” the study 
said, the panel found the pre- 
y. 2 . 1 ^ judgment to be that the 

f?J,° rces on ^ «*tral 
front (West Germany) and the 
southern flank [Greece and Tur- 
key) are insufficient in numbers 
and inadequate in quality 
whether measured against the* 


modate with the Soviet Union 
or, less likely, provide for its 
own self-defense. 

“Clearly, the fourth alterna- 
te if pursued by the Westl 
Germans in either variation 
would mark the greatest failure 
of American foreign policy in 
Europe since World War H ” 
the panel declared. * 

While the majority favored 
the first option, the panel said, 
at the very least, we should 
put to rest public speculation, 
concerning sizable American 
troop reductions in Europe as, 
well as the West’s reluctance 
to employ nuclear weapons fori 
the defense of Europe.” 1 
. The members of the panel, 
m addition to Mr. Merchant 
were: Frederick E. Nolting Jr 
vice president of the Morgan 
Guaranty Trust Company Sad 
former deputy chief of the 
| American NATO delegation; 
Nicholas J. Campbell Jr., presi-i 
dent of Esso Europe, Inc.; Hen- 
ry C. Wallich, professor of eco- 
n°™. i cs_ of _ Y ale;. - Theodore C., 

I ifSr A 3 ’ vlcc chairman- or thei 
Atlantic Council; Isaac L. Auer- 
bach, president of the Auerbach 
Corporation for Information 
Services; Frank R. Barnett 
president of the National Strati 
egy Information Center; Gene E 
Barley, author of “Building thei 
Amencan-European Market- 1 
| Planning for the 1970’s” and 
Irving Brown, international rep-i 
resentative of the merged labor 
movement. 



threat of opposing Warsaw Pact 
I forces or against the require- 
ments of NATO strategy.” 

The panel concluded that the 
Administration had four 
choices: 

First, to keep American for- 
ces at roughly the present lev- 

.„^ e ?° nd ’ after trough con- 
sultation, to reduce American 
T f ? r F t es . while reaffirming the 
United States nuclear guaran- 
tee and gaining agreement for 
a qualitative” improvement in 
European ground forces. 

Third, to seek a semi-inde-i 



